January 17, 1990 LB 259, 272A, 969, 987, 1041, 1114, 1170-1180

LR 241
CLERK: (Read roll call vote. See page 365 of the Legislative
Journal.) 27 ayes, 13 nays, Mr. President, on the motion to

suspend the rules.

PRESIDENT: The motion fails. The call is raised. Do you have
anything for the rezord, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: I do, Mr. President. Yes, I do, Mr. President.

Mr. President, a notice of hearing from the Natural Resources
Committee, signed bv Senator Schmit as Chair. (Re: LB 969,

LB 987, LB 104l1. <See page 365 of the Legislative Jourr.al.)

I have amendments to be printed by Senator Haberman to LB 259.
(See page 366 of the Legislative Journal.)

I have a motion from Senator Lamb regarding LB 1114. That will
be laid over. (See page 366 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new constitutional amendment, LR 241CA offered by
Senator Hall. (Read brief description. See pages 366-67 of the
Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 1170-1180 by title for the
first time. See pages 367-70 of the Legislative Journal.) That
is all that I have, Mr. President. Yes, sir. Mr. President, I
guess a reminder, excuse me, Reference Committee at
three-thirty. Reference Committee at three-thirty in Room 2102.
That is all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Jacky Smith, would you like to
adjourn us until nine o'clock tomorrow morning, please?

SENATOR SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I...]1 don't know what to say. Vote
to stay here? I would like to ask that the body be adjourned
until nine o'clock tomorrow morning.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. You've heard the motion. All in favor

say aye. Opposed nay. We are adjourned until nine o'clock
tomorrow. Thank you.

Proofed by: _&é&u%&&éf

Arleen McCrory
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January 19, 1990 LB 272A, 1117, 1135, 1172-1242
LR 242-245

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber. We are happy to have with us this
morning as our Chaplain of the day, Mr. Gerry Harris, who is the
Executive Secretary of the Gideons, and lives in Lincoln. Would
you please rise for the invocation.

MR. GERRY HARRIS: (Prayer offered.)

PRESIDENT: Than): you, Mr. Harris. We appreciate your coming
and giving us the benediction, not the benediction, the
invocation this morning. Roll call, please.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Do you have any messages, reports, or
announcements?
CLERK: Mr. President, I have a Reference Report referring

LBs 1172-1242, and LRs 242-245, signed by Senator Labedz, as
Chair of the Reference Committee. Senator Coordsen gives notice
of hearing for the Business and Labor Committee for February 5
and January 29. (Re: LB 1135, LB 1117.)

I have a report of registered lobbyists for the week of
January 18, and, Mr. President, an Attorney General's Opinion
addressed to Senator Landis regarding LB 272A. (See
pages 421-24 of the Legislative Journal.) That is all that I
have, Mr. President,

PRESIDENT: We will move on, Senator Lamb, are you in position
to handle that confirmation report. Okay.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, and members, I would offer to the
body the confirmation report for Mr. Myers.

CLERK: Senator, yeah, Lawrence Myers, the Nebraska Power Review
Board.

SENATOR LAMB: Yes, Mr. Myers appeared before the Natural
Resources Committee about two days ago and he is a
reappointment. He was appointed, I believe, late last year and

there was no opposition to his reappointment, and the committee
voted unanimously to recommend that Mr. Myers be appointed to
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February 15, 1990 LB 313, 690, 903, 937, 988, 1020, 1113
1173

to General File, that is signed by Senator Wsely.
Transportation Commi ttee reports |I,B 690 toCeneral File, LB 9%7
CGeneral File with amendnments, LB 988 General File with

amendnents, LB 1020 General File with anmendrments, |l. those are
Transportation bills, those are signed by .Senator Lamb.
Business and Labor reports LB 1173 to General File with
anendment s. That is siq:r_led by Senator Coordsen. Judiciary
reports LB 1113 to Ceneral File That is signed by Senator
Chi zek. And Retirement Systems Conmittee reports LB 903 to
General File. That is offered by Senator Haberman. (See

pages 823-29 of the Legislative Journal.} That's all that |
have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Coordsen.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker. | would nove at this
time for the advancenent of LB 313 as anended.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~Thank vyou. Senator McFarland, on the
advancenent of the bill, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND: B egrudgingly, mve for advancement,
Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, discussion, further discussion?
Senator Morrissey.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: Thank you, wm. Speaker and n’en‘bers,|
really...l don't knowi f | can begrudginfgly move for
advancenent. | know the people that were part of the conprom se
are saying we need the 10, if we can get only 10, we' || take it.
If that's the only crumb we' re going to give them | don't
know, | just don't know whether | can vote for it or not. |
agree they are in trouble when...you'rereally in trouble when
you have to swall ow what these folks are havirg to gswallow and
accept this $10 anendnent, or $10 increase, a dollar sonething
per day. And |I'mstill considering and I'd |jke to get some
feedback from the body, | guess,on ny amendnent to issue this
ina separate check. | really dothink it would be good for al |
of us, politically, to let the fol ks know how generous e have
been to them |et them know, because, like | said, these people
are liable to blow that ten bucks, two gal l ons of milk, two

boxes of corn flakes, ¢ k i ght th i
they' reliable to blowit aﬁ rt])gtc rséa[ |J ge th%towvr\]e ga?/edrt%lertlﬁ t?ﬁri]qs

i ncrease, not realize that the Nebraska Legislature and the
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Eebruary 20, 1990 LB 39, 290, 339, 618, 688, 771, 899
900, 941, 980A, 982, 990, 1009, 1032
1041, 1066, 1073, 1080, 117, 1195, 1195A

1200, 1219, 1236, 1240
LR 257

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion'? | f not , shall the comm ttee
anmendnments be adopt ed? All in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
Record, please.

CLERK: 27 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of committee
amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee anendments are adopted. 14 the
bill as anended. Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LI NDSAY: M . President, | think the bill, as explained,
as | mentioned, the anendnment becane the bill, and that is what

we' re dealing with now. | think |'ve explained that, some of
the other senators, | think, have al so dipscussed t hat . What I'd

do is just be available to answer questions.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion? Any guest ions? |If not, those

in favor of the advancenent of the bill to E & Rinitial please
vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted? Please record,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 29 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, gn the advancenent of
LB 688.

SIPEAKERBARRETT3 LB 688 is advanced. Matters for the record,
please.

CLERK: Mr. President, the Speaker announces ge|ection of
Speaker priority bills that include LB 39, LB290, LB 339,
LB 618, LB 771, LB 899, LB 900, IB 941, LB 982, LB 10009,

LB 1032, LB 1041, LB1066, LB 1073. LB 1173,
LB 1219, LB 1236, and LB 1240. LB 1195, LB 1200,

M. President, new A bills, (Read LB 980A and LB 1195A by title
for the first time. See page 867 of the Legislative Journal.)

A remnder, M. President, the Urban Affairs Commttee will neet
in Exec Session at three o' clock this afternoon. Revenue
Committee will hold an Exec Session at one-twenty in the Sepate
Lounge; Revenue, one-twenty in the Senate Lounge, M. Presi gent.
Senator Habermanhas amend...or would like to add his nane to
LB 1080 and to LB 990 as co-introducer.

Mr. President, new resolution offered by Senator Chambers.
(Read brief synopsis of LR257. See pages 867-68 gfthe
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February 27, 1990 LB 315, 1173

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members, I also
rise to support this amendment. I think if you will look at the
caliber of the labor force in Nebraska, we have a very good work
ethic in this state and I think we need to protect that and I
think by going ten and ten, I think that's a very good
compromise. The committee amendments were eight and eight and I
think that this, even though it hasn't been agreed upon by
everyone, I think it is a very good compromise and very fair.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President and members, I rise in support of
Senator Coordsen's amendment to the committee amendments. I
also think that it is an extremely difficult area to deal with.
Sometimes, no matter what you give, it's not enough and it is
difficult to run that fine line. I would like to see it
iricrease, but I do appreciate the effort, the work that Senator
Coordsen has put into this and I would urge the body to adopt
the amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any other discussion? Senator
Coordsen, closing statement.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Move the adoption of the- amendment,
Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of
the Coordsen amendment to the committee amendments. All in
favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 21 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on adoption of Senator
Coordsen's amendment to the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendment is adopted.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Hefner would move to amend the
conmittee amendments. Senator, I have ysur AM2508 in front of
me.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Hefner.
SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, this

amendment adds in LB 1173. LB 1173 was heard by the Business
and Labor Committee and what it does, it provides for a
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February 27, 1990 LB 315, 1173

. ,support increasing the
unenpl oynent conpensation or the worker's conpensation, gt |east

I can't recall themever doing that. Ang every word that they
have said in a long two-colum editorial is very good, bu |

woul d Iike to at least read part of it. The nost an unenpl oyed
wor ker can receive currently is 134 per week. Not everyone who
qualifies for unempl oyment benefits receive Ae ~ maxinmum
however, the amount depends on the person's earnings in the
previous three months. Sone unenpl oyed People receive as little
as $20 a week. The paynents which are financed fromenpl oyers'

contributions stop after 26 weeks. | B 316 (sic) woul d boost the
m ni rum of $25 and t he nmaxi mum of $168 a week. Those are not

excessive anounts for a person who nust provide food and shelter
for a family while |ookingfor another job. Then it goes on a
coupl e paragraphs asking or saying that t{ js also ri ght to
raise the workers' compor a job related disability and, of

course, we've had that here pefore. The last paragraph js

I nteresting. It says, recent i mprovenents in Nebraska's
busi ness climate have provi ded nore jobs and opportunities for
wor kers, i mprovi n% the penefits for unenployed andinjured

wor kers shoul d be the next step. Andlam so pleased to see
that the comm ttee amendnent received as many yes votes as it

did because evidently we agree with this statement and |

strongly believe that we should do this and possibly even nore,

but | will be happy to see LB 315 gdvance to Select File as
amended. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hall. Apendnent on the
desk, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Hefner would nove
Senator, 2508, AM2508. to amend.

SENATOR HEFNER: Yes. Nr. President and menbers of the body, |
will now offer this anendnent to the bill. This is the same
amendment that | offered to the committee amendnent and the
Speaker ruled that it was not gernmane. Byt what this amendnment
woul d do woul d disqualify from insdrance benefit those enpl oyees

that were dism ssed for illegal drug use. |ikel said before

unenpl oyment conpensation benefits are for an enployee "y hen he
loses his job through no fault of his own. | pelieve that when
a person is disnmissed for illegal drug use, that he .guid have

prevented that and so | offer this anendment. This anendment is
the same as LB 1173 which Senator Coordsen and | introduced
before the Labor Conmittee. It was advanced out of the
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February 27, 1990 LB 315, 1173

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairnan and nenbers of the Legi sl ature,
just rem nd Senator Kristensen what he said about it being the

definitional section and, therefore, germane. I'm ot
commenting one way or the other beyond that. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Anyone else care to speak?
Senator Coordsen.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker, menbers of the body
I "ise to support the ruling of the Chair. The original
LB 1173, as introduced, was not very well constructed in that it
put in jeopardy, because of the placement of | anguage, our
current  disqualification standards which basically are used in
other substance abusecases, as well as physi cal abuse, as well
as thievery, other gross m sconduct. Ny ai de and sel f spent |
suppose the better part of 30 cal endar days worr%i ng with the
Department of Labor and in cooperation with the Feeral
Department of Labor adjusting 1173. If we' reserious in our aim
to have a drug-free workpl ace, then because of the difficulty in
determning substance abuse, when conpared to the abuse of our
other control |l ed substance or | al most believe uncontrolled
substance, al cohol, that we need to be aware of those problens.
There are situations that can exist today where an enployee,
especially in the trucking jndustry, can fail thenmandated
Departnent of Transportation drug test] pnot be able to drive.
If the enployee (sic) fires them because they cannot perform
the task that they were enployed for, and they don't become
enployed within seven to ten weeks, theycan begin to draw

unenpl oyment from that enployer's trust account.
suggest to you also tha{rpl ave an anmendnent to this Ianevr\llngelrgt

that will be coming up, if we do not overrule {he chair hat
woul d further encourage ourefforts in the area of a drUg-%ree
work place aims, and that would be that for enployees that g
di squalified from unenpl oyment under the gross m sconduct
section, because of either possession of a controlled gypstance
in the work placeor failure of the statutorily descn%e and
mendat ed. .. not nmandated but enabled test, that (hose employees
woul d be able to, if they enrolled in an approvecpdsrug treat ment

program be paid their unenployment out of a separate fund to be

created within the Departnent of Labor. gso | would suggest t hat

we should take this issue up today and discuss it in context

with the rest of the unenploynment issues that we've mentioned.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thankyou. Anyone else care to speak to the
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February 27, 1990 LB 315, 1173

abuser. So we drafted the amendnent that is being handed out,

two pages. And basically the wording in this provides that when
a person is fired, because of the provisions that are in AN2508
in gross msconduct and, if they enroll in an approved drug
treatnment program and conti nue in that program in order to
encourage themto do that we should find a way of paying the
unenpl oyrent . We can't take jt out of the trust fund, nor
shoul d the enpl oyees experience account gsyffer from t hat and
perhaps the rate that they mght be paying. Butas society

maybe we should do something.  |n the Department of Labor . there
is a special contingent fund that accunulates fromfines and

penalties that can be used at the direction of ¢the Legi sl ature
or the Governor for job related issues. |t g peared to me that
there m ght be no better use for these funds than o encourage
unenpl oyed persons to seek treatnent, to have a little mercy o
their family, to provide some amount of jnpcome to them while
they're undergoing this process. So, with that in mind, |
i ntroduced this anendnent just a few m nutes ago. And it al so
provides that, if thereisn't enough noney in the contingency
fund, that the Legislature, fromtime to tine, i
such funds as necgssary fromthe General Fund. wogé?(;’:\rpeprglplrlatoef
the fiscal conservatives cone unglued on this floor, | recall
the estimate fromthe Departnent of Labor there vvoulag progaba\y
no fewer than 100 people in the course of a year pe discharged

under LB 1173, and certainly not all of those would be w I ng
to go into a treatment program _If they all were willing,_anfj
if they all were at the maximumrate, it would take a little
less than...well, on an annual basis, if you always had 1909 in
the program it would take a little Iess than $500,00]O to pay

that unenploynent, to give thema little noney for groceries
whatever, to put a cheap pair of tennis shoes on the feet of

their children. So | offer this amendment to the Hefner
amendnment as sonmething that | believe that we should do. Thank

you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the amendment
offered by SenatorCoordsen? Senator Hefner, would you care to
di scuss it? Senator Norrissey on deck.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, | (jse
to support this amendment. | think this is a terrific
anmendnent, because | know |ike in Business and |aghor Committee
we were tal king about how can we hel p these peopPe, how can we
hel p these people that need hel p so badly. And it says right
here that they will receive the benefits, the same anbunt as ‘we
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February 27, 1990 LB 315, 1173

pay in unenpl oyment conpensation benefits, they will receive the
same amount in those benefits, if they are di scharged by an
enmpl oyer and convi cted of using drugs or even if they refuse
testing. So | think this is a good way to hel p them Like the
senator said that this would be paid oyt of that conti ngency
fund, which is...the noney is raised by the flnes and fromthe
Department of Labor. And so | certainly think that this would
certainly add to the amendnment that |' ve introduced. sSqo|would
encourage you to support it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Morrissey, followed by
Senator Crosby and Elmer.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: Thank you, M. Speaker, penbers. | would
rise in support of Senator Coordsen's anendnent. |t was one of

the things that we discussed in Business and Labor that ye nag
problems with on this disgualification for unenploynment. "|n our
rush to punish, our rush to get tough on the ' drugabusers we
often enact |aws that sonetines have the opposite effect. To
take away the benefits froma person can drive them farther into
the spiral of drug abuse, |ow self-esteem and as Senator
Coordsen nentioned have an adverse effect on their family. |
think you should support Senator Coordsen's anendment ‘because,
as he said earlier, it' sthe fair thing to do, jt's tne ht
thing to do, and then we can discuss the entire amendnent Iat%
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. SenatorCrosby, would you care to
speak to the anendnent?7

SENATOR CROSBY: Yes, thank you M. Speaker and nmenbers. | (o
support the amendnent. And | was havi ng a little trouble with
having LB 1173 anmended into thl s bill for~“several |easons, ore

of which has been nentioned. Byt one of the reasons is that
under 1173, as it stands alone, alcoholism was not mentioned.
And | think alcoholism we all recognise, is a drug. Alcohol is

adrug, and | think it should be a part of this anmendment. So |
like Senator Coordsen's anendnent into it I general I
particularly am concerned about drugs and al cohol '&

the job in any job that concerns the safety of other %eople
And so when | first Iearned that 1173 was going to be amended
into this bill, | wasn't too enthusiastic about it because it
seermed |i ke we were saying, here we're going to give you a raise
in unenpl oynment, except we' re not going to allow you to have it,
if you don't do all these other things. But by putting this
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February 28, 1990 LB 315, 1173

conceivably have another sisable inpact over and above the
nunbers |' ve been discussing which were difficult to estimte,
and perhaps al cohol ought to be taken out of the pj|| at some
point, or if not taken out it ought tde funded not through
this system but funded through our traditional systemthat we
already have in place for al cohol treatment. If Senator
Coordsen woul d answer or comment on those questions, and if
there is not enough tine left on ny time, if he would usepart
of his time, |'d appreciate it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Coordsen.
SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker and Senator Warner.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One ni nute.

SENATOR COORDSEN: | thlnk ..aml next in the ||ghts’ or will it
have to cone down the |ine?

SPEAKER BARRETT: You' re the number two |ight.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Okay. Senator Warner raises two questions
that | think should be discussed right at this point in tinme.
Al of the discussions that we' ve had in the coomittee hearings
relative to LB 1173 and on the floor with the anendment that V\%S
attached centered around controlled substances other than
alcohol. However, 48-1903, | believe is the right
correction (sic) of statute, addresses both
substance...controlled substance abuse, drugs, or what ever
definition you want to do, in addition to alcohol. Thefigures
that | received froman estimate fromthe Departnment of Labor,
of the hundred that | quoted several tines,was an estimate by
the Departnent of Labor as to the substance abuse {phe drug
side of that testing program

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time. Thank you. Let's go to Senator

Morrissey, please, would you care to (jscuss the advancenment.
And then back to you, Senator Coordsen. Thank you.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: ~ Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. | guess

there is quite a fewwaysto kill abill. o4 is to burden it
down so it sinks under its own weight. One is to just come
right out and vote against it in the first place. | mentioned

early this norning or yesterday, whenever it was, that there was
no opposition to Senator Coordsen's original amendnent t hat
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February 28, 1990 LB 315, 1173

i ncreased unenpl oynent conpensation more than was supposedly
aﬁreled to at sone timeor another. And that's real ly strange,
that's really strange, apsolutely no opposition. Andwhat was
the idea behind that? Who knows. One considerati on was that
they knew what was coning, opgonents knew what was coni ng. We
have conmpletely turned this bill inside out froma sinple, just
unenpl oyment increase to something that throws jnto the
Departnment of Labor's |aws stuff about drug testing, and federal
law, state |law, and just conplete. . as | say, conpletely turned

the bill inside out. | hope the bill wll reappear again, gnd]

hope we can nake one sinple change |ater to some of Senator
Hefner's language and then move the bill as unenpl oynent
increase that won't go into effect until '91, and further
restrictions, further disqualification rules for people that
will go into effect this summer. It's completely...we've
conpletely | ost the thrust of this bill. W' ve conpletely |ost
the idea of this bill whenwe finally make a nove, when we

finally make a move in favor of the working nen and wonen in
this state we prostitute it by doing what we have done today .
And when we give them sonething it's just like dealing on"a
contract. Sure, we' Il give you this $10, this measly $10
i ncrease, but to give you that we' re going to insist that you
give us very onerousconcessions. We' [l give you ten, .t%ut
you've got to give us a vehicle that will allow us to disqualify
many, many more employees, make it nmuch easier for us to
d! scrinminately disqualify enployees across the state, then we' 11
give you your meager $10. It's typical of dealing in a
I abor - managenent rel ationship. And it shouldn't come down to us
versus them but that's where it always cones from gndthis is

a perfect exanple. We had a good bill, 3 sinple bill and we
turned it Into a nonster. And now | have to decide whether |
can vote for the ten, the meager ten increase with all this

excess baggage hung on the side, or whether we should just wait
and come back next year and see if we can't get this strai ght,
that once in a while, once in a while the working men and wonen
should win. They can't lose all the tine. They can't give it
all the time. They can't give concessions,major concessions
for minor increases in what is rightly theirs. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Coordsen, back to you, gj.

SENATOR COORDSEN:  The...to pickup where | left off, the figyr
of...an estimte on the part of the Departnment of Labor o* Lion
was their estimate as those that might be totally disqualified
under LB 1173, which would be basically addressed as possession
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plan or whether the enployee has otherresources to pay for a
drug treatment plan. Now, | just think if we put this thing in
place without the Wesely amendment we're not going to be
encouraging the kind of activity by enployersand enpl oyees
wor ki ng together to rid the workplace of drugs. Ny experience
of 15 years of practicing law and dealing with sevéral of these
cases indicates to me that we really might as well not pass ipe
darn thing without the Wsely amendnent because were going to
be, as | say, keeping, in effect, an inequitable treatment
system So with that, | would urge the advancenent of the
Wesel y anendnent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Langford, please.
SENATOR LANGFORD: Nr. Speaker, | call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Langford noves the previous question.
Do | see five hands? | do. Shall debate now cease? Those in

favor vote aye, opposed nay. Shall debate cease'? Have vou all
voted? Pleaserecord.

CLERK: 15 ayes, 11 nays to cease debate, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate does not cease. Senator Hefner,
foll owed by Senators Chanbers, Norrissey and Coordsen.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and menmbers of the body, |
realize we have a problemin the workplaceand we need to
address it and this is why | introduced LB 1173 and it was
amended into this bill. | felt that this was the right way to
go, and to sone of you other folks, you're doing the same thing.

You' re anmending other bills into a bill that is a priority pjj

and it | ooks I'ike it should pe assed. Yes, there is a
difference in nmy amendnent and Senator Wesely's gnendnent . |
think Senator Wesely's anendnent needs some study and |'m
willing to do that as a member of the Business and Labor
Conmittee. Senator Norrissey said this is a sickness, e should

all ow unenpl oyment conmpensation benefits for it. Senat or
Norrissey, I'd like to ask you a question if you' Il yield.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: Yes, sir.
SENATOR HEFNER: How many sicknesses do we ga||ow enpl oyees to

coll ect unenployment compensation on'? Do we al low it on
pneumonia'?
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. The Chair is pleased to note that
we have additional Girl Scouts in our south balcony, 51 Grl
Scouts fromthe western part of the state, from Lexington,
Sidney, Chadron, Rushville, North Platte, Stapleton and ot her
poi nts west. Woul d you peopl e please stand and be recogni zed by
your Legislature. Thank you, we're glad that you could take the
time to visit with wus. The Chair recognizes  Senator
Ber nard- Stevens for further discussion.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, menbers of the
body. I'm not going to add too nmuch to what Senator Hall and
Senator Lynch said. But | would hope that, if Senator Copordsen
does not withdraw the bracket notion, which | don't know if he' s
going to do or not, | suspect he's going to want it to go to a
vote, that we'd vote it down, | guess |'d say tenporarily. And
I'd like to give . . he body at |east one chance to do sonething on
the workmen's conpensation on LB 315, because obviously it got

bogged down. One of the things that bogged it down was priority
bill that | had, LB 1062. AndI'd like to rem nd the body t hat

I was not the one that put. that noved to put 1062 on this

bill, but I got kind of stuck in that nbode gnd there it was.
What | will do is ny amendment is first, andl just hada small,
techni cal amendment. I'll. ask the body's indulgence and I' Il
substitute Senator Lynch' s amendnment which woul d strike, in a
sense...in essence, all of the anendnents that were put on 315,
with the exception of t he original 315 with the committee
amendnent s. I nessence, LB 1173, which was added on by Senator
Hef ner, and all the amendments thereto, and LB 1062, which ijs
Senator Lynch's and my priority bill,wuld be then del et ed.

And we give the body one chance, if they wanted to take it, e
chance of at |east passing sonething for worknmen's conpensation,
which | think the body, on a straight up vote, would want to do.
I would be quick to add, however, that | agree with Speaker
Barrett, that we cannot take a lot of time, because we pave so
many other priority bills that may not be gotten to, of course,
sone of them|'d rather we not ever get to. But, nonetheless,
if that be the case, if we would agree to the Lynch anmendnent,
but nore amendments would be filed and nore anendnents would be

filed at that point, I'd pe the first one, myself, to
bracket...to put a notion to bracket ynti| April 9th. So |
don't want to spend a lot of time on the bill. | think we need

to bracket it, if in fact we' re not going to take it. ..seriously
nove it seriously on its way. But | do want to give the body "a
brief chance, one chance | guess, to get 315in its original
formwi th the commi ttee anendnments so that we might be gple to
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do something at |east on worknen's conp before everything slips

hrough our fingers and weendup doing nothing. And with
that, | give up the rest of ny tine. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Coordsen, for what purpose
doyou rise?

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise reluctantly
to honor the requestof ny colleague to say that although I'm

very serious about this bracket notion | would thdraw it  at
this time and refile after the bernard- Stevens amendma » should
that become necessary.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. |t is withdrawn.

ASSI STANT CLERK: Mr . President, the next amendment is from
Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens, please.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Mr. President, I'd like to he
i ndul gence of the body and substitute for ny amendment the Ly ch
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: |f there are no objections, sgordered.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you, menbers of the body. The
Lynch anendnent that we now have, actually | guess it's the

Bernard-Stevens amendment, but it is the Lynch amendnment that
was filed. And the Lynch amendrent, basi cal 'Y,  strikes AM508
and all amendnents to AM508, and AM2996 and aII anendment s
thereto. In other words, when Senator Hefner offered LB 1173,
there were amendnments offered to that as well, that would be
stricken. Senator Hall offered an anmendment which was the Lynch
bill, that was my priority pjll , LB 1062, and there were
anendments of fered thereto on federal preenption andother
things. Those...that part would be stricken as well. And, in
essence, what we would have then is a gclean 315 with the
commi ttee anendnents that were adopted to 315 V& would t hen
have a shot at advancing 315, hopefully, by voi ce vote even on
Sel ect File, and we can go very, very quickly on that. | wanted
to give the body a chance o do "that, otherwise we'd get
absol utely nothing on worknen's conpensat i on. | understard both
of the...all of the anendnment”- that were on the bill were worthy
goal s and worthy ideals. But they are certainly sonething tl .t
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